l66                             COTTON COMMISSIONER

of Gurboree their Charta of Rights, and had ensured foj
the other deserving cultivators in the district the certaintj
of their claims being settled on the same equitable lines,
In the autumn of iS86 I learnt, to my no small pleasure,
that I had been selected for the new appointment of Cotton
Commissioner in the Central Provinces and the Berars, to
assist In the many questions relating to the Interests oJ
the trade that had arisen consequent on the breaking out
of the civil war in America, and the distress in oiir manu-
facturing districts.

This was not only a new and Important staff appointment,
with a roving commission over a considerable territory^
but It was very much to my taste, as making me Head of
a Department^ and bringing me In contact with Bombay
and the merchants, British and foreign, with whom I had
already made acquaintance during my visits with Temple
to that Presidency. My position also placed me in com-
munication with the markets, both at home and on the
Continent, and brought me Into correspondence with some
old friends and some new political allies. I had virgin
ground to work upon, and It would be my own fault if I
did not make the new office a success. The next two years
were about the busiest of my life. The districts lying
around Nagpore, which were well known to me, Wurdah
.being the most Important, were those producing the best
aod the largest quantity of cotton In the Central Provinces*
The Berar districts, which also came under my charge,,
lying to the S.W. and along the line of the new railway,
were an even more Important source of supply. My first
duties were to extend and Improve the cultivation In order
to increase the supply; then to undertake all necessary
measures to assist the trade in getting these supplies . to
the coast In good order and without delay; to sift and,
report oa the many demands made on the Government in
the interest of the trade; to keep In touch with the
merchants, a considerable number of whom of all nation-
were begi&bt&g to find their way "np-countjy^.to